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TECHNICAL NOTE 
The Progress of Canada’s Children and Youth is based on a large
database of information on children, youth and families in
Canada. It is built on environmental indicators, which represent
the developmental influences that affect child development, and
progress indicators, which are general measures of how well
our children and youth are faring.

A three-tiered model has been developed to organize the wealth
of data the CCSD has assembled on selected environmental and
progress indicators. Primary indicators constitute the first tier.
They represent a single measure of data calculated over time
against a base period to indicate the direction of change.

Primary indicators are grouped under a number of intermediate
indicators, the second tier. These indicators represent key determi-
nants or outcomes of child well-being. The intermediate indicators
are grouped into a third tier of composite indicators that assess
both the environment of child development and children’s progress
through specific developmental periods.

Because of space limitations, The Progress of Canada’s Children
and Youth presents only a small portion of the research. The fol-
lowing chart outlines the model of composite and intermediate
indicators that are used.
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INTERMEDIATE INDICATORS

PRIMARY INDICATORS

Health Status
Social

Engagement
Learning

Labour
Force Profile

of Youth

• physical health 
• socio-emotional health
• physical and social risks

• family relationships
• peer relationships
• community 

relationships

• academic experiences 
and achievements

• non-academic skill 
development and 
leisure

• labour force activity
• earnings and income

• level of income 
• source of income 
• distribution of income 
• stability of income 
• family expenditures

• environmental hazards
• injuries 
• crime and violence

• education
• housing
• health
• child and family supports
• leisure and culture

COMPOSITE INDICATORS

• affiliation
• participation
• expectations

• family structure
• work and family
• family dynamics
• parental health
• parental education 

For example:
number of lone-parent families •

average number of kids •
mother’s age •

Family Life
Economic 
Security
Physical Safety
Community 
Resources
Civic Vitality
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