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Tuesday, May 19, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 pm – 7:00 pm REGISTRATION 

5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
 

Reception 
  
 

Program to be confirmed 
 
 

  

 



Wednesday, May 20, 2009 
 
 
 
7:30 am – 8:30 am          Continental Breakfast and Registration 

8:30 am – 9:00 am 

 

Opening Ceremony 
 

9:00 am – 9:30 am Opening Keynote  
Sheila Watt–Cloutier 

Making Change Happen 
 
 

Nominated for a Nobel Prize, hailed as a nation builder, Sheila Watt–Cloutier will draw out the intricate connections 
between environment and community, health and prosperity, vision and reality. 

 

9:30 am – 10:15 am Plenary   
Challenging Assumptions 

 
A philosopher, a professor, and a psychiatrist challenge each other and the audience about how and why poverty 

happens. 
 

Is traditional anti–poverty work built on mistaken assumptions and doomed to fail? 
Is it possible to step outside the thinking that blocks real solutions? 

 
In the first of the Forum’s Plenary sessions, Charles Karelis, Alain Noël, and Cornelia Wieman make some arguments 

and present ideas that you’ll carry with you during the conference − and long after. 
 

See what Alain Noel has to say about the “inevitability of poverty”  on   
our Website Video Gallery. 

10:15 am – 10:45 am BREAK 
 

Stop by the “Speakers Corner” in the lobby and videotape your opinions  
about a poverty–free Canada. 

 

10:50 am – 11:00 am Video: Voices from the Forum 
 

11:00 am – 12:15 pm Plenary   
Hoops, Mazes and Barriers 

 
The road out of poverty is a minefield of obstacles  

that exhaust and undermine even the most determined. 
 

Moderator Richard Shillington travels that road with Canadians  
who share their stories, their wisdom, and their wishes. 

 
Ruth MacDonald, a single mom from Newfoundland; Shirley Soleil, coping with a disability in small town Nova Scotia; 
and Michael Creek, a Toronto cancer survivor, engage Forum participants in a passionate pragmatic planning session 
for changing lives, organizations and building social policy that works. 
 

This session will invite comments and questions from the audience. 
(Organized by Canada Without Poverty, in conjunction with CCSD) 

 

12:15 pm – 1:15 pm NETWORKING LUNCH 
 

1:15 pm – 1:20 pm Video: Voices from the Forum 
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1:20 pm – 1:25 pm Introduction to Speaker 

1:25 pm – 1:45 pm Steve Snyder, Chair of the Alberta Secretariat for Action on Homelessness 

2:00 am – 3:30 pm Change Your World, One Workshop At a Time 
 

 
Want updates on promising practices and interventions? 

Interested in the latest in policy research? 
Not quite sure how to use technology to tell your story? 

 
More than 40 separate workshop sessions are being developed with presenters who combine the practical with the 
passionate. .  
 

(Forum organizers reserve the right to make changes in workshop times.) 
 

                   CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

 IP-20 
Poverty Reduction 
in First Nations 
Communities 

 
Description / Presenters to follow 

 OP-31 
Poverty and 
Provisioning 
Women’s Work in 
the Household 
and Community 

 

This workshop examines the dynamics of poverty and provisioning, specifically the work that 
women do for themselves and for others with whom they have relationships of responsibility – in 
the household and in the community. These activities include paid and unpaid employment, care 
work, sustaining health, ensuring safety, making claims and volunteering in community 
organizations.  Low-income urban mothers face a variety of challenges in pursuing provisioning 
strategies, including the constraints of existing state policies. At the same time collective 
provisioning in community settings includes activities which can serve women’s strategic needs, 
such as challenging current definitions of the worthy citizen and bringing privatized need back 
into the public arena.  

Presenters: Stephanie Baker Collins (York University), Judy Cerny (University of Toronto) 

 
    

IP-01 
Partnership for 
Neighbourhood 
Revitalization 

 

The workshop will discuss the evolution of the funding partnership between the City of Montreal, 
the Public Health Department and Centraide du Grand Montreal – l’Initiative montréalaise de 
soutien au développement social local – that created 30 «tables de concertation» (Collaborative 
Neighbourhood Discussion Tables) across the city. It will also look at the innovative 
Revitalisation urbaine intégrée (RUI) program; this program led to the creation of a network, le 
Collectif Quartier, who created a web-based neighbourhood Atlas and supported community 
partners and their community development work at the local level.  
 
Presenters: Patrice Allard, Geneviève Giasson (Ville de Montréal) 

 OP-32 
Families First  
 

This workshop explores the complexities, processes and progress of implementing a major 
community based longitudinal research study in Edmonton.  Participants will be challenged to 
reflect upon their own experiences working with low-income families and within partnerships and 
its applicability, relevance and potential contribution to a major research initiative. 
 
Presenters : Perdita Baier (Families First), Barbara Dart (United Way of the Alberta Capital 
Region),  Martin Garber-Conrad ( Edmonton Community Foundation) 
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 OP-47 
Co-learning in a 
Homeless Shelter: 
A Foundation for 
Change 

 

Over four years, nursing and social work students and faculty from the University of Calgary and 
residents and staff of a city shelter have been learning with, from, and about each other. Their 
goal has been to improve the lives of those around them.  This interactive workshop brings 
students, residents and faculty together to show this how partnership has built a momentum for 
social change.   
 
Presenters: Gayle Rutherford, Christine Walsh, Michael Decker, Alyssa Cruz, Irfan Sabir, 
Clayton Buck, Shirley Aarrestad (University of Calgary) 

 IP-07 
Taking the Lead: 
Poverty Reduction 
Plans from 
Quebec, 
Newfoundland 
and Labrador, and 
Ontario 

What started in Quebec more than a decade ago is now spreading across the country. This 
session with officials from Newfoundland and Labrador, Ontario and Quebec maps the initiatives 
and explores the successes and obstacles.   
 
Presenters:  John Broadhead (Government of Ontario); Aisling Gogan (Government of 
Newfoundland and Labrador); Marie-Renée Roy (Government of Quebec) (to be confirmed) 
 

 IP-12 
The Power of 
Social Media 
 
 

 
New media has had a profound effect on change-making – whether it is electing a president, 
mobilizing around an issue, or expanding social networks. But for many of us, the prospect of 
this kind of work seems daunting and out of reach. This interactive session features the work of 
National Film Board’s Citizen Shift Unit as well as a demonstration project involving the Métis 
community.  
 
Presenters: Colleen Ayoup, Reisa Levine (CITIZENShift);  Athena Lothian (Métis Nation of 
Alberta), Yvonne Pratt Poitras (University of Calgary)  

 OP-48 
Weaving 
Relationships to 
Strengthen First 
Nation 
Communities 
 

In spite of Canada’s high standard of living and significant government investments in First 
Nations communities, reserve communities continue to struggle with inadequate housing, poor 
health and education levels, high unemployment and poverty. In an effort to break the pattern of 
dependence on government programs, the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council, in partnership with 
Health Canada and the BC Ministry of Aboriginal Renewal and Reconciliation, has launched an 
initiative that creates relationships between communities and a diverse set of external partners 
in three communities on the West Coast of Vancouver Island. This workshop will describe the 
way in which the initiative has been developed in the three communities. Participants will 
experience a simulation of the decision-making process partners engage in – a process 
designed to build meaningful dialogue and trusting relationships.  
 
Presenters: Mark Selman (Simon Fraser University), Michelle Corfield (Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal 
Council), Kathy Langlois and Yousuf Ali (First Nations and Inuit Health Branch, Health Canada) 

            OP-40 
Making Common 
Cause and 
Effecting Real 
Change:  
Advocating for 
Poverty Reduction 
in Alberta and 
British Columbia 

 

Advocates are pushing hard for comprehensive and effective poverty reduction strategies in 
Alberta and British Columbia. In this workshop, participants will hear about these efforts – how 
organizers are working to advance poverty reduction in the face of political and ideological 
resistance, build diverse coalitions and incorporate into poverty reduction strategies key 
mechanisms to ensure that real change happens and that goals are achieved.   
 
Presenters : John Kolkman (Edmonton Social Planning Council), Bill Moore-Kilgannon (Public 
Interest Alberta), Margot Young (University of British Columbia), Seth Klein (Canadian Centre for 
Policy Alternatives, BC Office) 
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     

OP-50 
The Impact of 
Poverty and 
Social Exclusions 
on First Nations 
Children and 
Youth In Quebec 
 
 

In Quebec, a child from a First Nation has a much greater chance of being placed by, or taken 
into the care of, the Direction de la Protection de la Jeunesse than non-Aboriginal children. 
Initiatives to promote greater individual and collective well-being and responsibility are an 
important challenge for organizations working in First Nations communities. This session will 
present and discuss the strategies that the First Nations of Quebec and Labrador Health and 
Social Services Commission has developed to successfully mobilize community members 
around issues of concern to them such as poverty and child well-being. 

Presenters: Carl Simard, Patrick Bacon (Commission de la santé et des services sociaux des 
Premières Nations du Québec et du Labrador) 
 

 IP-19 

Poverty 
and Mental Health 

 

 
Description to Follow 
 
Presenters: Steve Lurie (Canadian Mental Health Association – Toronto Branch) 

 OP-46 
Racialization of 
Poverty 

 

In 2000, Michael Ornstein released a report which highlighted the growing racialization of 
poverty in Toronto. This workshop will present a similar study conducted in Calgary in 2008, 
looking at changes in employment opportunity, income distribution and other labour market 
outcomes between 1996 and 2006. The workshop will ask what is behind the economic 
marginalization of immigrants – graphically revealed in the disjuncture between professional 
credentials, paid work, and earned income for most immigrants in Calgary – and across Canada. 
It will also consider implications for policy and programs, and specific strategies for poverty 
reduction.  This needs to be Thursday morning – to be confirmed 
 
Presenters: Luann Good Gingrich (York University), Valerie Pruegger (City of Calgary) 

 OP-33 

Part of the 
Solution: 
Community 
Economic 
Development and 
Poverty Reduction 

Community Economic Development (CED) organizations are uniquely positioned to assist 
individuals and their communities lift themselves out of poverty through effective community-
based approaches. This workshop looks at several concrete examples from across the country 
of community economic development and poverty reduction in action and describes some of the 
ways we can measure those impacts .  
 
Presenter: Paul Chamberlain (Canadian Community Economic Development Network); Michele 
Cherot (Greater Trail Community Skills Centre), Marty Donkervoort (Inner City Development Inc. 
Winnipeg) 
 

 

 

OP-39 
Canadian Income 
Policies after the 
Crash of 2008 

 

Canada's income security system provides critical support to Canadians living in low income. At 
the same time, numerous reports have documented its serious shortcomings, particularly with 
regard to programs targeting working-age adults. The current recession has only served to 
exacerbate existing problems. The three presenters in this session discuss the shortcomings of 
programs such as EI, but also present alternatives for strengthening the efficacy and reach of 
Canada's social safety net in the 21st century.   
 
Presenters: Grant Bishop (TD Bank), Michael Oliphant (Daily Bread Food Bank), John Stapleton 
(Open Policy) 
 

3:30 pm – 4:00 pm BREAK 
 

Stop by the “Speakers Corner” in the lobby and videotape your opinions  
about a poverty–free Canada. 
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3:00 pm –6:00 pm 

 

The Social Forum Quilt Project 
MacLeod Hall Lobby 

In conjunction with the Glenbow Museum  
and Calgary’s “This is My City” project 

 
Bring fabric, scraps, buttons, lace, and ribbon from your corner of Canada. Join textile artist and social activist, Lois 

Klassen, for a “sew–in” in the Forum lobby. Participants will help assemble one of the blankets that will be distributed 
to local shelters. 

4:00 pm –5:00 pm 

 

Plenary   
Welcome to Canada:  Poverty Lives Here 

MacLeod Hall 
 

Aboriginal people have been here for thousands of years; new Canadians, for a generation. 
Yet both groups face high poverty rates and diminished life chances. 

 
Two powerful women, Cindy Blackstock and Uzma Shakir, weave a tale about what happens when Canada’s most 
vulnerable communities get strategic − on alliances, access and equity. 

 
Confirmed Speakers: 

• Cindy Blackstock, First Nations Child and Family Caring Society of Canada 
• Uzma Shakir, Economic Justice Fellowship, Atkinson Charitable Foundation 
•  

This session made possible with support from The Calgary Foundation 

7:00 pm –9:00 pm 

 

Film Premiere:  Poor No More  
MacLeod Hall 

http://www.poornomore.ca/ 
 

Forum participants get a sneak preview of a feature documentary  
with comedian and activist, Mary Walsh.  

This “pay–what–you–can” premiere will be emceed by Jim Dinning. 
Proceeds support Forum bursaries for young videographers. 

 
 
*Poster Presentations 
 
 Title and Author Date, Time and Location 
PP-71 The Community is the Classroom: Fostering Literacy through Community-

Based initiatives  
Presenter: Maureen Anglin (Frontier College) 

Wednesday, May 20, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
MacLeod Foyer / MacLeod A 

PP-73 Listening to the Silenced: Informing Homeless Shelter Design for Women  
Presenter: Kate Beamer (University of Calgary) 

Wednesday, May 20, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
MacLeod Foyer / MacLeod A 

PP-75 Financial Advocacy as a Tool for Poverty Alleviation in Canada 
Presenter: Tetteh Kofi Hadjor (Green Pastures Society) 

Wednesday, May 20, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
MacLeod Foyer / MacLeod A 

PP-78 From The Root:  Addressing Social Inclusion from the Ground Up  
Presenter: Becky McFarlane (Voices from the Street) 

Wednesday, May 20, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
MacLeod Foyer / MacLeod A 

PP-84 Nothing About Us, Without Us: Inclusion and Exclusion in Canadian 
Poverty Reduction Initiatives  
Presenter: Jane Worton (Community Council of Greater Victoria) 

Wednesday, May 20, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
MacLeod Foyer / MacLeod A 

PP-86 Tackling Persistent Poverty:  The Family Ties experience 
Cynthia Dow, Jennifer Johnson (Community Health and Social Services 
Network) 

Wednesday, May 20, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
MacLeod Foyer / MacLeod A 

 

http://www.poornomore.ca/�
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7:30 am – 8:30 am          Continental Breakfast 

7:30 am – 8:30 am 

 

RISE AND SHINE  
Grab your coffee and some breakfast and head to one of these mini-workshops.  

Better than morning television! 
 

 RS-65 
Social Triage: Promising Practices for Addressing Street 
Level Social Needs 
  

 
Description to follow 
 
Presenter: Rob Roach (Canada West Foundation) 

 RS-62 
Concentrated Poverty - Harnessing the Resources of a 
Municipality  

FCSS plans and funds preventive social services for the 
municipality, through community agencies. Hear about 
Calgary’s plans and share your experience working in 
focus neighbourhoods. 
  
Presenters: Katie (Family & Community Support Services 
with The City of Calgary), John teLinde, (Social Policy & 
Planning,The City of Calgary), Heather White, Family & 
Community Support Services,The City of Calgary) 

 RS-63 
Human Rights = Less Poverty 
 

Protecting the rights of people living in poverty is not just 
an option. It is an essential piece of any solution. This 
mini-workshop will highlight Amnesty International’s new 
research, campaigning and empowerment programs 
aimed at stopping human rights violations that keep 
people poor. 
 
Presenter Confirmed : Alain Roy (Amnesty International) 

 RS-65 
People's Food Policy Project 
 
  

This workshop highlights the work of Food Secure Canada 
and its People's Food Policy Project. This project seeks to 
address issues related to poverty and its devastating 
impact for individuals and families, as well as other issues, 
through the democratic development of a National Food 
Policy that will mobilize around the unmet needs of 
marginalized peoples, including farmers, aboriginal 
peoples and people living in poverty. 
 
Presenter : Amanda Sheedy (Food Secure Canada) 

 RS-66 
Building a People-Centred Economy:  Blending 
Economic, Social and Environmental Goals  
 

Building a people centered economy has long been at the 
heart of the cooperative, credit union, community 
economic development (CED), trade union, aboriginal and 
women’s movements. Along with a broad swath of the 
non-profit world, all these sectors grew out of the historical 
struggle against want, impoverishment and deep 
inequalities. This session will examine the contribution of 
community-based social and economic innovation to 
poverty reduction and consider strategies for enhancing 
the scale and impact of this growing movement across 
Canada. 
 
Presenters: Michael Toye (Canadian Community 
Economic Development Network), John Anderson 
(Canadian Cooperative Association) 
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8:00 am – 8:30 am 

 

Join the Renfrew County Child Poverty Action Network 
 

Creators of “The Poverty Survival Game” ─ in the Forum lobby.  
Pull up a chair! This simple board game has become a powerful tool in changing attitudes. 

8:30 am – 9:00 am Video: Voices from the Forum 
 

9:00 am – 10:15 am Keynote Address   
Richard Harwood 

Imagine and Act for the Public Good 
 

The Harwood Institute for Social Innovation (www.theharwoodinstitute.org) has been working on that principle for 
nearly 25 years. It has helped change minds, change outcomes, and change lives in the United States 

10:15 am – 10:45 am BREAK 
 

Stop by the “Speakers Corner” in the lobby and videotape your opinions  
about a poverty–free Canada. 

 

http://www.theharwoodinstitute.org/�
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10:45 – 12:15 pm 

 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

 OP-52 
Engaging the 
Business 
Community in 
Poverty Reduction 
Work 

 

Poverty reduction can be achieved when a community’s leadership is engaged, when plans 
and actions are evidence-based and focused on results, and when progress is measured and 
communicated. This workshop presents the stories of three communities where business has 
been a key partner in pursuing and realizing reductions in poverty. Participants will hear 
about the key elements in Saint John, Calgary and Hamilton that have facilitated cross-
sectoral participation, surmounted significant obstacles, and sustained engagement over 
time. 

Presenters: Anita Angelini and Keith Seel (Mount Royal College), Tim Richter (Calgary 
Homeless Foundation), Wendy MacDermott (Business Community Anti-Poverty Initiative – 
Saint John), Liz Weaver (Hamilton Roundtable for Poverty Reduction  

 IP-13 
The Road to 
Quebec's Anti-
Poverty Legislation  

 

This workshop recounts the struggle and popular mobilization that led up to the enactment of 
Quebec’s anti-poverty law. The Bill provides for: (1) a strategy to combat social exclusion, (2) 
funding for social initiatives, (3) ongoing monitoring of poverty reduction, and (4) an advisory 
committee on poverty prevention and social inclusion. The goal of the legislation is to reduce 
Quebec’s rate of poverty over the next 10 years to the lowest among all industrialized 
societies 
 
Presenter: Ian Renaud-Lauzé (Le Collectif pour un Québec sans pauvreté) 
 

            OP-49 

Housing and 
Poverty:  
Alternatives Looking 
Forward 

 

 
 
Presenters: Michel Simard  (Centre Le Havre), Tom Carter (University of Winnipeg), Nick 
Falvo (Carleton University) 

 IP-03 
The Vibrant 
Communities 
Initiative: What 
We've Learned so 
Far 

This session will explore the learnings emerging from a seven year effort by a pan-Canadian 
network of urban collaborations experimenting with comprehensive and collaborative efforts 
to significantly reduce poverty. What are the results so far? The central challenges?  Things 
that seem to work? The new questions and directions?   
 
Presenters: Mark Cabaj (Vibrant Communities), Eric Leviten-Reid (Vibrant Communities), 
Members of Vibrant Communities Network 

 IP-11 
Where Labour 
Market and Poverty 
Reduction 
Connect? 

 

A job is the best solution to poverty. We have all heard this ... but it isn’t true for everyone. In 
Canada, many people work in the low wage labour market – others work at part-time or 
temporary jobs where they don’t earn enough to clear the poverty line. In Calgary, for 
instance, where the costs of living have been very high, there are full-time workers who are 
homeless. This panel will explore the intersection of labour market and poverty reduction and 
the critical need for new strategies that take the realities of the 21st century labour market 
into account.  
 
Presenters: Glen Hodgson (Conference Board of Canada), Andrew Mitchell (University of 
Toronto), Robert Roach (Canada West Foundation) 

 OP-51 
Gender, Violence 
and Homelessness 

 

This workshop foregrounds the intersections between domestic violence, poverty and 
homelessness. It presents an overview of these issues drawing on research from across 
Canada, and explores then policies and conditions necessary to reduce the likelihood that 
women who have experienced abuse will cycle into a spiral of domestic violence, poverty and 
homelessness.  

Presenters: Ann Decter (YMCA Canada), Jan Reimer (Alberta Council of Women's Shelters), 
Leslie Tutty (University of Calgary) 
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 OP-41 
Mobilizing for 
Poverty Reduction:  
Lessons Learned 
from Four Provinces 

There are now three provincial poverty reduction strategies being implemented in Canada: 
Quebec, Newfoundland & Labrador, and most recently Ontario. Community mobilization and 
advocacy play an important role in building public and political support for governments to 
take action and develop an anti poverty strategy. Yet community anti-poverty movements are 
strong in most provinces – why have some provinces committed to multi year strategies while 
others have not? This workshop will explore lessons learned from anti poverty advocates in 
four provinces. It will identify some of reasons why advocates have been successful in 
Quebec and Ontario, and the barriers/challenges faced by advocates in BC and Manitoba.  

Presenters: Jacquie Maund (Ontario Campaign 2000), Laurel Rothman (National Campaign 
2000), Ian Renaud-Lauzé (Le Collectif Pour Un Québec Sans Pauvreté, Adrienne Montani 
(First Call BC), Shauna MacKinnon (Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives – Manitoba 
Office) 

     IP-02 
World Women’s 
March, Poverty 
Reduction and the 
Fédération de 
Femmes du 
Québec (FFQ) 

The workshop will focus on the leadership role played by the FFQ through, among other 
things, its organization of the 2004 Marche mondiale des femmes (Worldwide March of 
Women) in the struggle to address poverty in Quebec. Another March of Women is being 
planned for 2010. 
 
Presenter: Michèle Asselin (Fédération de Femmes du Québec) 

 IP-17 
Social Policy as 
Health Policy: The 
Impact of Income 
on Health 
 

Even in Canada, a prosperous country with a universal health care system, poverty is a 
profound determinant of health. Join researchers, policy-makers and social development 
practitioners in a session that features some of the latest findings on the links between 
income and health, and explores collaborative approaches in the development of social 
policy and community-based initiatives.  
 
Presenters : James Dunn (University of Toronto), Myriam Fortin (Human Resources and 
Skills Development Canada), Jordan Hamilton (Vibrant Communities Calgary) 

 0P-35 
Digital Story Telling 
 

The story of a single individual can be a powerful force for change. New technologies have 
made digital storytelling widely accessible. This session explores the democratizing of this 
form of media and provides powerful examples.   
 
Presenters: Marilyn Dyck (The Doorway, Calgary), Rebecca Fortin (Community Development 
Council Durham), Jackie Sieppert (University of Calgary) 

 IP-23  
Guaranteed 
Income: A Path to 
Economic Security? 

Organized by Basic Income Earth Network Canada, this session outlines current thinking 
around basic income models. It will also invite participants to explore issues of design, public 
support and strategies. 
 
Presenters : Jim Mulvale (University of Regina), Chandra Pasma (Citizens for Public Justice, 
Mike McCracken (Informetrica) 
 

 OP-36 
When Good 
Policies Go Bad 
 

Previous research has shown that our fragmented systems of targeted benefits have the 
unintended consequence of making it very difficult for low-income Canadians to improve their 
lives. The high marginal effective tax rate on families leaving welfare has been well 
documented by Stapleton. But the lack of integration between policies also significantly 
impact people through what we have called “stacking effects”.  These “stacking effects” lead 
good policies such as subsidized housing or child tax benefits to have some negative 
unintended consequences.  This workshop will help participants better understand the 
insidious nature of “stacking effects” and, through a facilitated discussion, will engage 
participants in identifying possible solutions to this problem. 

Presenters: Michael Goldberg (First Call BC), Steve Kerstetter (First Call BC) 
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 OP-34 
Towards Financial 
Inclusion: 
Community Banking 
Projects, the 
Canadian 
Experience 
 

The session will feature a discussion of community financial services as a strategy for 
increasing levels of financial inclusion.  Participants will hear from Dr. Jerry Buckland of 
Menno Simons College about his research on four community financial initiatives across 
Canada. Michael Classens from the United Way of Calgary and Area will speak to the local 
Calgary efforts to establish a community financial centre, and Brian Hoffart will look at the 
role of the social economy in the establishment and practice of community financial centres. 
 
Presenters : Michael Classens (United Way of Calgary and Area), Jerry Buckland (Menno 
Simons College), Brian Hoffart (United Way of Calgary and Area) 

 OP-53 
Innovation in 
Governance: The 
Federal Family on 
Community 
Collaboration 
 

In recent years there has been growing awareness of the need to examine the ways in which 
policies and programs address the complex challenges faced by communities. In this 
environment, emphasis is placed on the need to coordinate and collaborate between and 
across traditional silos in order to understand local needs and circumstances in more 
comprehensive and holistic ways. The "Federal Family" is an informal community of practice 
that brings together officials from across federal organizations with a shared interest in 
comprehensive and collaborative action to improve their understanding of "place-based" 
policy, its potential to improve well-being at the community level, and related implications for 
the conduct of national government in Canada. This session will describe the Family's 
innovative and collaborative approach to place-based issues and the implications for policy 
development. The session will also highlight theories and practical examples of place-based 
initiatives and new governance models of collaboration that seek to advance the way in 
which organizations and communities address a host of complex challenges such as poverty 
reduction, homelessness, early childhood development, social inclusion, environmental 
issues, youth gangs, social determinants of health and rural depopulation 
 
Presenters: Caroline Andrew (University of Ottawa), Neil Bradford (University of Western 
Ontario), Kate Humpage (Human Resources and Skills Development Canada), Blair 
McMurren (Canadian Heritage), Jean Veil (Human Resources and Skills Development 
Canada) 

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm NETWORKING LUNCH 
MacLeod Hall 

1:30 pm – 1:45 pm 

 

Roger Gibbins 
Experiences from Alberta 

MacLeod Hall 

1:45 pm –3:00pm Plenary   
Ideas, Interaction and Innovation 

MacLeod Hall 
 

It takes more than ‘a good idea’ to solve a problem, 
and the Canadian poverty landscape is littered with pilot projects that prove that point. 

 
So what’s the formula for innovation that sticks? 

 
A discussion on the art and science of thinking outside the box. 

 
Confirmed Speakers: 

• Tim Draimin, Social Innovation Generation Program, Causeway Initiative on Social Finance 
• Michel Venne, Institut du Nouveau Monde 
• Ginger Grant, Simon Fraser University 

 
 

 

3:00 pm – 3:00pm 
 

BREAK 
 

Drop by the lobby and videotape your comments about a poverty-free Canada 
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3:30 pm – 5:00pm 

 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

 OP-43 
The Living Wage: 
Tackling the Roots 
of Income Inequality 
 

The living wage is one of the most powerful tools available to address poverty in the context 
of growing income inequality. Drawing on the lessons learned from successful living wage 
campaigns in the UK and the US, this session will present these lessons along with 
experiences from Victoria, Vancouver, Calgary, and other Canadian cities that have used 
both voluntary and mandatory approaches to try to ensure people are rewarded for their work 
with the dignity of a living wage. 
 
Presenters: Adrienne Montani (First Call BC), Trish Irish (Community Council of Greater 
Victoria), Seth Klein (Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives – BC Office), Marcy Cohen 
(Hospital Employees Union), Derek Cook (City of Calgary) 

 IP-14 
Impact on the 
Frontlines in a 
Downturn 
 

An economic downturn means increased demands on frontline social service organizations. 
But after years of budget cuts and downloading, can they provide what communities require? 
If not, what are the implications? Organized by the Human Resource Sector Council, this 
session will explore these questions and much more. 
 
Presenters: Kathy Johnson (CUPE), Wendy Hollo (Alberta Council of Disability Services), 
Dick Stewart (Human Resources Sector Council) 
  

 OP-45 
Disabling Poverty 
and Enabling 
Citizenship 
 

 
In Canada, as elsewhere around the globe, poverty and disability are largely synonymous:  
poverty can lead to disability and disability can lead to poverty.  A disproportionate number of 
Canadians with disabilities live in poverty. Across the country, no coordinated policy 
response is in place to address this issue. Instead, those who require income assistance and 
services rely on a patchwork quilt of local/provincial/territorial and federal programs which 
overlap, grab back, and fail to provide adequate income and basic supports required to 
remove barriers associated with disability. This session will present the overall plans of, and 
some preliminary findings from, a new research initiative to that is attempting to identify the 
reforms necessary to address the needs of people with disabilities and their families. 
Participants will be engaged in a critical discussion of the human rights lens for reviewing 
policy options, and a review of a few major reform proposals. 
 
Presenters: Michael Prince (University of Victoria), Laurie Beachell (Council of Canadians 
with Disabilities) 

          IP-04 
Place-based 
Mobilization:  
Creating a 
Community of 
Practice 
 

How do you create a “community of practice” around community mobilization, citizen 
engagement, and urban revitalization? This workshop will focus on some of the innovative 
practices emerging from a network of neighbourhood organizations from across Québec 
(Montréal (three quartiers), Trois-Rivières, Québec, Shawinigan, Valleyfield).It will include 
written summaries, video clips, a presentation of the website, and testimony from community 
members. 
 
Presenters: Claude Champagne (Centre St-Pierre), Jean-François Aubin (Démarche des 
Premiers quartiers à Trois-Rivières) 

 IP-09 
More than just a 
Game: Addressing 
Poverty using Sport 
and Recreation 
 

Learn about the practical, innovative and emerging ways that sport and recreation are 
addressing poverty and social issues.  Examples include the Raycam Cooperative Centre 
and More Sports partnership in Vancouver’s downtown eastside, emerging partnerships 
between Kidsport and food bank families, and remarkable initiatives in several rural and 
urban Aboriginal communities.  
 
Presenter: Katherine Hare (Motivate Canada) 
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 IP-18 
Networks to Bridge 
Health and Social 
Development 
 

This session will explore tools and approaches to build bridges across existing key health 
and social development networks to address mutual priorities. Participants will:  
• hear preliminary research findings on the feasibility and value of a network linking 

existing civil society networks related to social determinants of health; 
• witness a demonstration of cutting-edge ‘network weaving’ software, a tool that can  

identify champions – or gaps – in any network; and  
• participate in a discussion on whether networks benefit your everyday work, and 

whether more deliberate cross-fertilization of networks is warranted.  
 
Presenters: Canadian Public Health Association, Health Nexus, Marianne Cerilli (Social 
Planning Council of Winnipeg) 

 IP-22 
Behind the News 
Story 
 

CBC TV’s Mark Kelley spent seven days as a homeless person at Montreal’s Old Brewery 
Mission shelter. In this workshop he explores the issues through the eyes of a journalist.  
This session will be moderated by New Brunswick’s Deputy Minister of Social Development, 
James Hughes, the former head of the Mission.  
 
Presenter : Mark Kelley (CBC) 

    IP-05 
Community 
Schools: It Takes a 
Village to Teach a 
Child 
 

In the Community School model, the whole community works together to create learning 
environments that enable their children to become successful students and people. 
Community schools invite us to rethink education and envisage a culture in which the school 
is an important community space - one where we learn, grow, and become engaged citizens 
who give back to society. But what is a community school? What do they look like? What do 
they do? How do we know they're working? A Montreal school commissioner and a provincial 
administrator responsible for community education renewal discuss how they are making 
community school happen. 
 
Presenters : Louise Mainville (Commission scolaire de Montréal), Ron Nowlan 
(Saskatchewan Ministry of Education), Susan Phillips (Society for the Advancement of 
Excellence in Education) 
 

 OP-44 
Measuring Poverty 
and Deprivation 
 

How do we know if we are making a difference in reducing poverty? This workshop sets out 
the terms of the debate in Canada around poverty measurement and introduces an 
alternative measure of deprivation that has been developed in Ontario. Ontario’s new 
deprivation index offers an alternative measure to track poverty, the development of which 
was based on the direct involvement of people experiencing low income. Study participants 
will present vignettes that demonstrate the importance of the selected deprivation indicators 
in the lives of people experiencing poverty. The vignettes will be used to link back to the 
broader concept of a material deprivation index, the research process and the outcomes of 
the project. 
 
Presenters : Michael Oliphant (Daily Bread Food Bank), Richard Shillington (Informetrica), 
Carol Armstrong, Opal Sparks, Isabelle Kang, Daniel Mordecai  

 

 

OP-38 
Local Poverty 
Reduction: A 
Workshop with 
Social Planning 
Councils from Coast 
to Coast 
 

This workshop engages participants in an interactive learning experience about research and 
action strategies for poverty-reduction in three jurisdictions in Canada: British Columbia, 
Ontario and New Brunswick. Leaders of social planning organizations from Metro Vancouver, 
Saint John and Sudbury will lead a discussion about local poverty reduction strategies and 
the inherent opportunities for and barriers to pursuing poverty reduction at the local level.   
 
Presenters : Nancy Henderson (Social Planning and Research Council of British Columbia), 
Randall Hatfield (Human Development Council of Saint John), Janet Gasperini (Social 
Planning Council of Sudbury, City Council of Greater Sudbury) 
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OP-37 
Defeating Poverty in 
Tough Times: 
Advocacy For A 
Just Society In An 
Economic Crisis 
  
 

A dynamic working session on what's happening and what's next in anti-poverty movements 
across Canada. Participants will learn about and share online and offline advocacy 
experiences, strategies, and tactics. The workshop will be an opportunity to interact creatively 
and collaboratively with others doing work in this area.  
 
Presenters: Penny Goldsmith (POVNET and Carold Institute), Pamela Shime (Global 
Advocacy and Leadership Initiative) 

 IP-21 
Urban Aboriginal 
Strategy 
 

 
Description to follow 
 
Presenters: to be confirmed 

 OP-42 
Tackling Poverty: 
Access to 
Employment Among 
New Immigrants 

 

Immigration is a major factor in Canada’s economic growth and for that matter in local 
communities across the country. However, successful transitions into the Canadian labour 
market remain elusive for many immigrants, whose skills, education and experience are 
frequently under-utilized, under-employed or unemployed. This workshop looks at the three 
different community-based responses to these barriers, tackling the employment barriers that 
low income immigrants face that result in persistently high levels of poverty.  
 
Presenters: Henry Akanko (Hire Immigrants Ottawa), Paul Chamberlain (Canadian 
Community Economic Development Network), Katrina Milaney and Monica Pauls (United 
Way of Calgary and Area) 

6:30 pm – 7:30 pm 

 

Art and Action 
Glenbow Museum (Room 225), across the street from the Telus Centre 

 
Calgary artist Linda Hawke, and Vancouver–based Lois Klassen  

talk about how artworks can impact community issues like homelessness. 
 

Co–sponsored by the Glenbow Museum and the Canadian Social Forum 

7:30 pm          

 

Celebrate! 
Music and Dance with Delhi 2 Dublin  

 
We guarantee that you’ll laugh, dance, and have a wonderful time. 

The Vancouver–based group, Delhi 2 Dublin, includes five musicians who mash up electronica and world music. 
Fusing tabla, fiddle, Punjabi vocals, and electric sitar with electronic beats, this crew will help us celebrate the 

diversity that makes up Canada and the global village. 
 

Open to all friends of the Forum in Calgary.  “Pay-what-you can” at the door to support Calgary’s Community 
Kitchens.  
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*Poster Presentations 
 
 Title and Author Date, Time and Location 
PP-72 Quality Care, Equality for Women: The Case for Universal 

Childcare in Canada  
Mariel Angus (Citizens for Public Justice) 

Thursday, May 21, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
MacLeod Foyer / MacLeod A 

PP-74 Reducing Gaps in Health: A Focus on Socio-Economic Status 
in Urban Canada  
Jason Disano (Canadian Institute for Health Information) 

Thursday, May 21, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
MacLeod Foyer / MacLeod A 

PP-76 Homelessness among Urban Aboriginal Peoples,  
Charlie Hill (National Aboriginal Housing Association) 

Thursday, May 21, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
MacLeod Foyer / MacLeod A 

PP-79 New Brunswick Poverty Reduction Consultation 
Phyllis Mockler-Caissie (Government of New Brunswick) 

Thursday, May 21, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
MacLeod Foyer / MacLeod A 

PP-81 Beyond Charity: Promising Practices among Food Banks in 
Canada  
Shawn Pegg (Food Banks Canada) 

Thursday, May 21, 8:00 pm – 10:00 pm 
MacLeod Hall 

PP-77 Poverty Jeopardy Game 
Greg Lubimiv (Renfrew County Child Poverty Action Network) 

Thursday, May 21, 8:00 pm – 10:00 pm 
MacLeod Hall 
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7:30 am – 8:30 am          Continental Breakfast and Registration 

8:00 am –8:30 am 
 
8:30 am – 9:00 am 

 

Feedback from “Speakers Corner” (Video) 
MacLeod Hall 

 
Dignity for All Campaign  Launch 

MacLeod Hall 
 

The kick off for a five year effort organized by  
Canada Without Poverty and its partners. 

 

9:00 am – 9:40 am 
 

Next Steps:  Peggy Taillon, President and CEO 
Canadian Council on Social Development 

9:40 am – 12:00 pm                                                  
Town Hall 

The Poverty Challenge: Moving Forward 
 

Eight opinionated commentators on stage. 
Hundreds of people committed to change. 

140 minutes of energetic discussion. 
 

The Social Forum puts on the coffee and turns on the microphones for a Town Hall session. 
Open to all Forum participants, this bilingual event is moderated by CBC The National’s Mark Kelley. Come away 

with ideas of what might make a difference in your world. 
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